Managing communication disorders in stroke.
Dysphasias, dyspraxias, and dysarthrias are communication disorders that may be experienced following a stroke. Nursing assessment of language and speech is based on an understanding of normal language and speech systems. Location of the stroke and clinical assessment findings uncovered through the history and physical examination allow identification of language and speech deficits. Language is examined by assessing spontaneous speech, verbal comprehension, reading, writing, and ability to name and repeat. Speech is examined by testing motor function and reflexes of cranial nerves VII, IX, X, and XII. The identification of intact language and speech functions and language and speech deficits enables the nurse to plan and implement interventions based on the assessment findings in four areas--environmental manipulation, supportive behaviors, behaviors designed to enhance communication, and teaching of the person and family.